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El alfabeto español

	Letra
	Nombre
	Pronunciación



	a
	a
	“ah” as in father, pasta



	b
	be
	“b” as in embarrass, boy


	c


che
	ce        


**                    
	soft “c*” as in braces, cider (before e,i)

hard “c” as in cat, care (before a,o,u)

“ch” as in “check” or “fetch”


	d
	de                                
	“d” as in dog, except...
   “th” as in they, feather between two vowels (a,e,i,o,u)


	e
	e                             
	“ay” as in hey, fey. Shorter than the English sound.


	f  
	efe
	“f” as in fantastic



	g
	ge
	soft “h” as in heaven, hill, *Geraldo (in front of e,i)

hard “g” as in gull, goal, gallon (in front of a,o,u)



	h
	hache
	Silent. Don’t pronounce it!


	i
	i   
	“ee” as in teeny, eek, sneeze



	j
	jota
	“H” as in horrible, hardhat. Like you’re clearing your throat!


	k
	ka
	foreign letter; not used to form Spanish words



	l

ll


	ele

***
	“l” as in latex, level

“Y” as in “yes” or “quesadilla”


	m    
	eme  
	“m” as in monster, massive



	n
	ene                              
	“n” as in denial, minute



	ñ  
	eñe
	“ny” as in canyon, lasagna


	o
	o
	“o” as in ghost, cold, postman



	p
	pe
	“p” as in empower, polite



	q
	qu
	“k” as in cool, car. NEVER pronounced “kw” like “question”


	r
	ere
	“dd” as in muddy; “tt” as in butter



	rr
	erre ****  
	“rr” as in *carro, *burro, *rosa



	s
	ese  
	“s” as in Sam, castle, silly



	t
	te
	“t” as in altitude, delta



	u
	u                                  
	“oo” as in cool, moon



	v
	ve
	same as the letter “B”


	w
	doble ve                       
	only for foreign words, just like “K”


	x
	equis
	“x” as in mixer, fix (also as “s” sound)



	y
	i griega                        
	“y” as in mayor



	z   
	zeta                               
	Always “s” in Latin America. Always “th” in most of Spain.               


* in most of Spain, “c” is a “th” if you follow it with an –i or –e
** “che” isn’t a letter, it’s just a common bunch of letters. It’s here because you’ll see it a lot.

*** “LL” used to be called “elle” and was considered part of the alphabet. Now you’ll probably just hear people say “doble ele” (double L)

**** “RR” is just like “LL.” It used to be part of the alphabet but now people just say “doble ere”  (double R)

VOWELS: LAS VOCALES

Vowels are the letters a, e, i, o, and u. In English, one vowel can have many sounds. Let’s use “e” as an example: bet, me, ever.

In Spanish, vowels always sound the same way! Examples:
ACCENTS: LOS TILDES

In Spanish, a tilde is the line that goes up from left to right over a vowel.

They look like this: á é í ó ú 
A tilde tells you where to raise your voice in a word. It can even change what a word means!
Cómo is pronounced KO-mo. That word means “how.”
Comó is pronounced ko-MO. That word means “he ate.”
A: ahhh as in “father”


I: eeee as in “feet”


E: eyy as in “hey”


O: ohh as in “boat”


U:  ooo as in “fool”











